6 D SRI PARASARA BHATTA

A.D. 1114.18 But how far this traditional date is reliable
is yet to be proved^ for tradition says that Parasara lived
only for about 30 years.19

In order to arrive at the approximate date of Parasara,
we have to rely upon the chronology of incidents that
took place during the life-time of Ramanuja and Parasara.
History avers that due to the persecution by the Cola
king Kulottunga I, Ramanuja moved to Melkote (in the
modern Karnataka State). There he converted the Hoyasia
king Bitti Deva from Jainism to Snvaisnavism and gave
him the new name Visnuvardhana. According to the
Guruparamparaprabhava the Cola persecution took place
after the marriage of Parasara20 and the year of this
Cola persecution is-given as A.D. 1098.21 Tradition avers
that Ramanuja was in exile for 14 to 16 years. The
conversion of the Hoyasala King took place in A.D. 1116.22
So it appears that Ramanuja might have moved to Melkote
only at the beginning of the 12th century.

According to the Guruparamparaprabhava, Parasara
got initiated into the sacred lore after his upanayana
(sacred-thread investiture ceremony) at the right age. It
was the practice in ancient India to have this sacred
initiation at the age of eight.23 Parasara had his education
for sometime and then he got married to a girl - Akkacci
by name.24 Although in some genealogical charts preserved
in some ancient families we find a son was born to
Parasara under the name Madhya-pratoli-Bhattarya, we
have no authentic record corroborating this point.25 At
the time of his marriage Parasara must have been at
least 15 years old and the marriage should have taken
place towards the end of 11th century or at the beginning
of the 12th century. This gives the year of birth of Parasara